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still + investigating .. it. ; However,
Noelle-said police ofﬁcers searching
the- house: had* found at‘ewdentlary
materials that were conmstent" with
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HWe have no ev1dence at th1s t;me
to suggest (Cooley and Soen) are re-
sponsible for some of the previous
acts, but they are still under investi-
gation,” said Sgt. Derrick Foxworth,
the bureau’s spokesman. “In light of
the recent developments, we have to

- explore that possibility further.” - «
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~During a heavily attended news

conference, Noelle joined civil rights

" activists to* talk about the case,

which Portland police have investi-_

. gated intensively since the first re-

ported incident May 3.
. In an interview with The Oregom
an last:Thursday, Cooley said she

* had been the target of unknown rac- -

ists; because; she is_black and dis-
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Members” of: the Anti- B]gotry C
the Metropohtan .Human
Rights: Commission,"

:-League and other civil rights groups.
rushed -to give Cooley support. At’

one point; she received free counsel-

. ing from a local sociologist. -

.- Cooley could not be reached for
comment Monday..
According to Noelle, detectlves
began considering the women as
suspects when electronic surveil-

~ lance of the premises was repeatedly
thwarted. When two police decoys'

replaced Cooley and Soen in the
house for a week, the hate crimes
stopped, Noelle said. Police later
added more surveillance to the

_house but did not tel' the women.
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-gious or political beliefs or tholr sex-.
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Monday's annourlcement stunned !

“ human - rights activists, ‘many ot’
- whom have said Cooley’s case high-..:
lighted the need to protect cmzens he

f1omb1gotty ! L
‘Urban’” Loague presment Darryl

Tukufu and- Metropolitan Human .-

Rights Commission director Helen -
Cheek, who also spoke at the news
conference, said they were saddened -
by revelations that'the women .
might have staged some ol‘ the hate
crimes. ;. i o

On- Sunday. more than 300 people
from-‘across .the city-and the state.

, came out for a Southeast Portland

rally and march to support Cooley.
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‘ance, -'also'attended Mondays news'
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i port against the anti-gay hallot mea-
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“sing ‘their! posmon on fraud,” leely

said.™I think there is high 'emotions’

_on both sides, but_when: a black;

.. .crippled ‘woman - in’ a wheelchaxr
starts' burning crosses .in her own’
_yard, it's fraud and'a sad day for the:
commumty I'think it exposes what

. we have been saymg all along. s w,
leelz.r drew hisses and j Jeers wben
he made the comments L

%!Sharon’ McCorrmck cnme-preveni’

‘tion coordinator for the King Neigh-
borhood Association; rebuked Live-
ly). ‘telling him to look at police
‘reports . before he suggested hate
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Howard said ‘she was "pained . by
the bizarre twist in'the Cooley case.-
“My’ biggest fear was that people-
would say, that_the No on 9-Cam-;

“‘paign was putting on a dog-and- pony

show,'":she said..**That was the part !
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